
 

Specimen collection and transport guidelines are 
available at the State Laboratories Division-DOH website. 
 
Acceptable; specimen types: Swab, touch prep and scabs 
 
Safety: 
 
Smallpox is HIGHLY INFECTIOUS.  Manipulation of 
specimen material should be avoided. 
 
Labs should not attempt to culture or perform any 
diagnostic assay on specimens that are high risk of 
having smallpox. 
 
A completed  Chain-of-Custody documentation shall 
accompany the specimen. 



 


